Establishing international best practice principles for impact assessment teaching and training by Morrison-Saunders, Angus et al.
Edith Cowan University 
Research Online 
ECU Publications Post 2013 
1-1-2020 
Establishing international best practice principles for impact 
assessment teaching and training 
Angus Morrison-Saunders 
Edith Cowan University 
Jenny Pope 
Megan Jones 
Follow this and additional works at: https://ro.ecu.edu.au/ecuworkspost2013 
 Part of the Education Commons 
10.1080/14615517.2020.1762390 
This is an Accepted Manuscript of an article published by Taylor & Francis in Impact Assessment and Project 
Appraisal on 12 May 2020, available online: http://www.tandfonline.com/10.1080/14615517.2020.1762390 
Morrison-Saunders, A., Pope, J., & Jones, M. (2020). Establishing international best practice principles for impact 
assessment teaching and training. Impact Assessment and Project Appraisal, 38(4) 336 - 353. https://doi.org/
10.1080/14615517.2020.1762390 




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	 X	 	 	
(2.2)	Is	flexible.	Teachers/trainers	adapt	to	the	emerging	
























	 X	 	 	
(2.9)	Is	memorable	and	fun.	An	enjoyable	learning	
environment	is	created.	


































X	 	 	 	
(3.2)	Critical	thinking.	The	ability	to	make	reasoned	












	 X	 	 	
(3.6)	Collaboration	and	teamwork	skills.	The	ability	to	
work	in	diverse,	interdisciplinary	teams.	




	 X	 	 	
(3.8)	Research	skills.	The	ability	to	formulate,	conduct,	
and	report	on	research.	
	 	 X	 	
(3.9)	Job	readiness.	The	practical	skills	required	to	
coordinate	an	impact	assessment	in	a	professional	setting.	 	 	 	 X	
	
It	can	be	seen	from	Table	4	that	more	variation	in	findings	for	Skills	is	revealed	relative	to	
the	previous	two	tables.	Further	to	the	observation	about	the	pedagogy	Principle	2.7	
regarding	practical	experience,	it	is	no	surprise	that	Principle	3.9	Job	readiness	was	also	
rated	of	highest	importance	for	IA	training	courses.	Not	surprisingly	also,	university	teachers	
considered	Principle	3.4	Written	communication	skills	of	high	importance	relative	to	
trainers,	since	these	skills	are	generally	not	part	of	IA	training,	especially	for	short	courses.	
Also	related	here,	university	teachers	rated	Principle	3.8	Research	skills	as	of	more	
importance	than	trainers,	as	written	assignment	tasks	will	typically	require	research	effort	
by	students.	The	finding	aligns	with	that	for	Principle	1.2	regarding	the	incorporation	of	
research	into	IA	teaching.	
	
	
5.	Conclusion	
	
This	research	outlined	the	process	utilised	to	derive	28	international	best	practice	principles	
for	IA	teaching,	along	with	ratings	of	the	relative	importance	of	each	of	these	to	university	
teachers	and	training	course	providers	alike.	The	principles	are	supported	by	insights	drawn	
from	literature	over	the	past	four	decades	on	IA	teaching	and	training.	We	hope	that	
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practitioners	find	the	principles	to	be	insightful	and	helpful.	They	are	offered	here	to	guide	
future	teaching	endeavours	and	are	not	intended	to	be	prescriptive.	As	noted	in	Pope	and	
Morrison-Saunders	(2018):	
…it	is	important	to	emphasize	that	it	may	not	be	possible	or	even	desirable	to	comply	with	
all	principles	in	a	single	impact	assessment	teaching	offering.	It	will	be	important	to	identify	
which	principles	are	most	relevant	in	any	given	context	(p1).	
This	paper	represents	the	first	concerted	attempt	to	distil	a	set	of	international	best	practice	
principles	for	IA	teaching	and	training.	They	can	be	expected	to	evolve	over	time	and	there	
may	be	important	considerations	that	our	research	has	overlooked.	We	therefore	welcome	
future	research	findings	that	point	to	areas	of	addition,	refinement	or	enhancement	of	the	
principles.	Meanwhile	we	hope	that	the	principles	may	contribute	to	more	consistent	and	
more	effective	impact	assessment	education,	contributing	in	turn	to	improved	impact	
assessment	practice.		
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